
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SynCom Fact Sheet 
          

 
What is SynCom?  

SynCom provides agile and overarching synthesis and communication for the integrative earth 

system research within the Helmholtz Research Field 'Earth and Environment’. Synthesis and 

communication activities are mostly performed within projects, which are selected on a yearly 

basis. The SynCom projects run for a period of approximately one year. 

Goals 

• Support for the synthesis of overarching research topics from the program Changing 

Earth (Topics, CARFs, Program Objectives) 

• Interface in the dialogue between science, society, and politics 

• Provide actionable knowledge  

 

SynCom Projects 2023 

Modernizing Hazard Indicators (ModHaz) 

The project aims at the stakeholder dialogue on novel indicators for chemicals 
assessment within the framework of the Green Deal. 

 

 

Developing operational biodiversity targets 

Helmholtz scientists develop realistic and operationalizable goals for an ef-
fective protection of the biodiversity of terrestrial, freshwater and marine eco-
systems. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scaling up Carbon Dioxide Removal 

The project aims at evaluating the scientific, political, and social prerequi-
sites for the development of large-scale demonstration projects for carbon 
dioxide removal from the atmosphere. 

 

 

Information on the running SynCom projects is provided on our website: https://earthenviron-
ment.helmholtz.de/changing-earth/syncom/ 

Scientists are invited to participate in existing projects and to propose new SynCom projects. 

 

What are typical SynCom activities? 

Usually, within the framework of a SynCom project – depending on the goal of the synthesis 
and communication work and the involved interest groups – the following activities and formats 
are performed and developed: 

• (Helmholtz-internal) synthesis workshops with researchers from multiple participating 
Earth & Environment Centers and stakeholder meetings 

• Synthesis papers and fact sheets 

• Policy advice on request through the mediation of relevant experts from the Earth & 
Environment department 

• Parliamentary events (breakfast, dinner) on current topics that bring politics and sci-
ence together 

Outside of the projects, transfer workshops and policy briefs take place. Depending on the 
format, the offers are implemented in cooperation with the communication department of the 
centers and/or the Helmholtz office and other cooperation partners. 
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SynCom pilot projects and SynCom think tank 

The three SynCom pilot projects are ’Cities and climate change’, ‘Digital twins’. and ‘Early 
warning for natural hazards.’ In addition, the think tank ‘sea level rise’ was developed.  

  

Additional information on the pilot projects can be found here: https://earthenvironment.helm-
holtz.de/changing-earth/syncom/projects/  

 
 

SynCom-Governance  

 

Steering and budget

Scientific demand, 
expertise and 
participation

Scientific support

SynCom Advisory Board  

& Program Board (see PB) 

Anchor persons (1 FTE/Center) 

& SynCom Coordination Office 

Helmholtz Vice President  

and Management Board 

https://earthenvironment.helmholtz.de/changing-earth/syncom/projects/
https://earthenvironment.helmholtz.de/changing-earth/syncom/projects/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: 
 

Head of SynCom Office  

    

   Marie Heidenreich       

   030 - 206 7957 32       

   0162 259 4982       

   marie.heidenreich@gfz-potsdam.de 

 

 

SynCom Representatives of the Earth and Environment centers (Anchor persons) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mechtild Agreiter  
08821 - 183 193 
mechtild.agreiter@kit.edu 
 
Ulrike Bernitt 
0431 - 600 41 40 
ubernitt@geomar.de 
 
Dr. Almut Brunner 
0471 - 4831 1569 
almut.brunner@awi.de 
 
Dr. Elena von Helden 
02461 - 61 85 845 
e.von.helden@fz-juelich.de 
 

Ruth Krause 
0471 - 4831 2543 
ruth.krause@hifmb.de 
 

 

Dr. Marcus Lange 
04152 - 87 23 47 
marcus.lange@hereon.de 
 
Dr. Susanna Mohr 
0721 608 235 22 
susanna.mohr@kit.edu 
 
Dr. Annemarie Müller 
0341 - 235 1728 
annemarie.mueller@ufz.de 
 
Dirk Neumann                

040 226 338 411 

dirk.neumann@hereon.de 

 

Dr. Stephan Pötter 
02461 - 61 22 42 
s.poetter@fz-juelich.de 
   

 

 

Ralf Röchert 
0471 - 4831 16 80 
ralf.roechert@awi.de 
 
Dr. Beate Slaby 
0431 - 600 28 10 
bslaby@geomar.de  
  
Dr. Ulrike Sylla 
0331 - 288 288 40 
sylla@gfz-potsdam.de 
 
Dr. Sergiy Vorogushyn 
0331 - 288 15 19 
vorogus@gfz-potsdam.de 
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